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EXTRACTS FROM NEW WORKS. 


Letter from Sir Walter Scott.—In the Life of 


the poet Crabbe, by his son, a very pleasant 
book by the way to a literary person, there 
occur three or four original letters from Sir 
Walter Scott. The annexed is pleasing, and 
characteristic of the writer:— 


Dear Sir,—I am just honoured with your letter, 
which gives me the more sensible pleasure, since it has 
g: ratified a wish of more than twenty years’ standing. 
It is, I think, fully that time since I was, for great part] - 
of a very snowy winter, the inhabitant ofan ‘old house 
in the country, in a course of poetical study, so very 
like that of your admirably painted “Young Lad,” 
thet I could hardy he!p saying, “ That’s me!” when | 
was reading the book to my family. Among the very 
few books which fell under my hands was a volume or 
two of Dodsley’s Annual Register, one of which con- 
tained copious extracts from * ‘i lie Village” and “ The 
Library,” particularly the conclusion of book the first 
of the former, and an extract from the latter, beginning 
with the description of the old romances. I committed 
them most faithfully to my memory, where your verses 
must have felt themselves very strangely lodged in 
company with ghost stories, border riding-ballads, 


scraps of old plays, and all the miscellaneous stuff 


which a strong appetite for reading, with neither 
means nor discrimination for selection, had assembled 
in the head of a lad of eighteen. New publications, at 
that time, were very rare in Edinburgh, and my means 
of procuring them very limited; so that, after a Jong 
search for the poems which contained these beautiful! 
specimens, and which had afforded me so much delight, 
I was fain to rest contented with the extracts from the 
Register, which |] could repeat at this moment. You 
may, therefore, guess my sincere delight when I saw 
your poems at a later period assume the rank in the 
pablic consideration which they so well deserve. li 
was a triumph to my own immature taste to find I had 
anticipated the appiause of the Jearned and of the criti- 
eal, and | became very desirous to offer ny gralulator, 
among the more important plaudits which you have 
had from every quarter, 1 should certainly have 
availed myself of the freemasonry of authorship—(for 
our trade may claim to be a mystery as well as Abhor- 
son’s)—to address to you # copy oi a new poetical at- 
tempt, which I have now upon the anvil, and I esteem 
myself particularly obliged to Mr. Hatchard, and to 
your goodness acting upon his information, for giving 
me the opportunity of paving the way for such a free- 
dom. I am too proud of the compliments you honour 
me with, to affect to decline them ; and with respeet to 
the comparative view I have of my own labours and 
yours, | can only assure you, that none of my little 
folks, about the formation of whose tastes and princi- 
ples I may be supposed naturally solicitous, have ever 
tread any of my own poems; while yours have been our 
tegular evening’s amusement. My eldest girl begins 
PART II—NO. 10. SEPTEMBER 2, 1834. 








to read well, and enters as well into the humour as 


into the sentiment of your admirable descriptions of 


human life. As for rivalry, I think it has seldom ex- 
isted among those who know, by experience, that there 
are much better things in the world tian literary repu- 
tation, and that one of the best of these good things is, 
the regard and friendship of those deservedly and ge- 
nerally esteemed for their worth or their talents. 1 
believe many dillettanti authors do cocker themselves 
up into a great jealousy of any thing that interferos 
with what they are pleased to cal! their fame; but I 
should as soon think of nursing one of my own fingers 
into a whitlow for my private amusement, as encou- 
raging such a feeling. I am truly sorry to observe you 
mention bad health: those who contribute so much to 
the improvement, as well as the delight of society, 
should escape this evil. I hope, however, that one day 
your state of health may permit you to view this coun- 
try. 1 have very few calls to London, but it will greatly 
add to the interest of those which may occur, that you 
will permit me the honour of waiting upon you in my 
journey, and assuring you, in person, of the early ad- 
miration and sincere respect wit! which [ have the 
honour to be, dear sir, yours, &c. 

Watrer Scorv. 


A LAMENT. 
From Lays for the Dead. By Mrs. Opie. 


There was an eye whose partial glance, 
Could ne’er my numerous failings sce; 

There was an ear that heard untired, 
When others spoke in praise of me: 


There was a heart time only taught 
With warmer love fur me to burn— 

A heart, whene’er from home | roved, 
Which fondly pined for my return; 


There was a Jip which always breathed, 

E’en short farewells, in tones of sedness; 
There wos a voice, whose cager sound 

My welcome spoke with heartfelt gladness ; 


There was a mind whose vigorous power 
On mine its own effulgence threw, 

And cal!'d my humble talents forth, 
While thence ils dearest j joys it drew; 


There was a love which for my weal 
With anxious fears would overflow; 

Which wept, which pray’d for ine, and sought 
From future ills to guard—but now!— 


That eye is clos’d, and deaf that ear, 
That lip and voice are mute for ever, 
And cold that heart of anxious love, 
Which death alone from mine could sever; 


And lost to me that ardent mind, 
Which lov’d my varied tasks to see; 
And oh! of all the praise I gain’d, 
His was the dearest far to me! 


Now I, unlov’d, uncheer’d, alone 
Life’s dreary wilderness must tread, 
Till He who heals the broken heart 
In mercy bids me join the dead. 


Oh, Thou! who from thy throne on high, 
Canst heed the mourner’s deep distress; 

Oh, Thou! who hear’st the widow’s cry, 
Thou! Father of the fatherless! 


Though now I am a faded leaf, 
That’s sever’d from its parent tree, 

And thrown upon a stormy tide— 
Life’s awful tide, that leads to thee; 


Still, gracious Lerd! the voice of praise 
Shall spring spontaneous from my breast; 
Since, though I tread a weary way, 
1 trust that he I mourn is blest. 





GRAY. 

From Sir Egerton Brydges’ Imaginative Biography. 

Gray had the odd contradiction of a manly mind, 
and fastidious and somewhat effeminate manners. His 
imagination was all rural; bat his birth and habits lay 
inatown. Ie never took up a rural sport; it does not 
seem asif he had ever been on horseback. He amused 
himself in the fields with flowers and plants, and bat- 
terflies, and insects. His fancy supplied him with the 
habits of countrymen; tie plough, the axe, the spade, 
the scythe and sickle, the vocations of the shepherd 
and the herdsman, He loved to contemplate the snowy 
whirlwind, the April shower, the summer morn, and 
the fading lights of evening, as the golden tints recede 
into twilight and darkness. His manner in society 
was that of a petil-mazire; his solitary thoughts were 
never frivolous. He was serious, benevolent, gentle, 
and conscientious. Perhaps he was too delicate for 
the rude tempers of the world; and he was like a ter- 
der plant, which could not bear the rough air, and tem- 
pests, and frosts. 


. 
From Hogg’s Lay Sermons. 


Every kind of wrangling ought to be excluded from 
the intercourse of frieuds, and the entertainer or presi- 
dent of a company ought to check it, at whatever ex- 
pense of chagrin to the aggressors, The best rebuke 
that [ ever heard of this sort, or ever shall hear again, 
was given by the late Dr. Barclay, of Edinburgh. He 
was a gentieman of great suavity and mildness of dis- 
position, and hated all kind of wrangling. So there 
was one day he had four other professors, five college 
students of the first rate talents, and myself, to dine 
with him. After the doctor’s wine began to operate a 
little, the young men contradicted their preceptors in 
almost every thing, always provoking a dispute. The 
seniors smiled at the young men’s absurdity, and 
dropped the subjects. But at length two of them fas- 
tened on each other, an Englishman and an Jrishman, 
and disputed so violently, that all socia! conversation 
was completely obstructed. It was about some puint 
of moval philosophy, the decision of which did not sig- 
nify a small pin; so their several arguments were utter 
nonsense. But at length, one of them, after uttering a 
most obstrepcrous sentence, came a blow on the table 
with his fist; on which Dr. Barclay’s little terrier, that 
lay below it, got up, with a great bow-wow-wow ! 
bow-wow-wow ! bow-wow-wow! The doctor give it 





a gentle spurn, and, with a face of the utmost good 
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husband return, ran behind him and snatched a kiss. 
tie angrily reproached her for such a violation of eti- 
quette; pardon me, my dear, she answered, I did not 
think it was you. 

French Literature.—\n 1833, the publications in 
France are stated to have consisted of 275 volumes ot 
poetry and songs, 532 works on science, 355 novels ori- 
vinal and translated, 213 historical, 102 philosophical, 
170 travels and fine arts, 235 tieology, 179 dramatic, 
604 reprints of foreign works, and 4,346 miscellaneous 
tracts, pamphlets, &c.—Tctal 7,011. 

Bust of Napoleon.— A committee, of which Marsha! 
Clausel is chairman, has been formed at Paris, for the 
purpose of receiving subseript'ons for copies of Dr. 
Autommarclii’s bust of Napoleon, taken at St. Helena; 
the original tu be deposited at the Hotel des Invalides. 
The price of copies im bronze, is to be 100 franes, in 
plaster, 20 francs; all charges of packing and carriage | 
to be paid by subscribers. 

Twenty years since a brass knob for the locks of 
doors was made at Birmingham ; the price at that time 
being 13s. dd. per dozen. ‘Tie same article is now 
manufactured, having the same weight of metal, and| 
an equal, or in fact a slightly superior finish, at Is. 9d. 
per dozen. One circumstance which has produced this 
economy in the manufacture is, that the lathe on which 
these knobs are finished is now turned by a steam-en- 
gine; so that the workman, relieved from that labour, 
‘an make them twenty times as fast as he did formerly. 

The Army.—The last resource of power; a tre- 
mendous weapon, which cannot burst without threaten- 
ing destruction to all around, and which, if it were not 
sometimes happily so overcharged as to recoil on him 
who wields it, would rob all the slaves in the world of| 
hope, and all the freemen of safety.— Mackintosh. 

Political Axviom.—It is the policy of most parties not 
to discourage zealous partisans.—/bid. 

Curious Proclumation, extracted from @ recent number 
of the Chinese Gazelle —Siing-kiun recently communi- 
cated to us, that in consequence of his great age, his 
egs and back are weak, his eyes no longer perform 
heir functions, his hand trembles when he goes to sign 
a paper, aud his memory is sensibly weakened ; he, in 
consequence, asked our permission to resign his em- 
ployments, in order that he might enjoy the repose re- 
quired by his great age and sickly condition. Being 
.ccustomed to treat our servants with equity, we ordain, 








acquainted with all countries, climates, and characters. 
The sea always carries him to his destined port in sate- 
ty, and the land is always secure from banditti. He 
sits in his casy chair and associates with warriors, 
statesmen, philosophers, or savages. He now scales 
the perilous height, and now traverses the parched 
plain with equal impunity. To him the wild beast of 
the forest, and the reptile of the desert, is equally in- 
nocuous ; nor do physical causes present either harm 
or impediment.” Tarry-at-home travellers with good 
books at hand, are perhaps the best off. 

A reprint of Scoresby’s account of the Arctic regions 
would be a very acceptable present to the American 
public. It is the fruit of seventeen voyages to the 
Polar seas, (nil mortalibus arduum!) It contains the 
best account of the whale, his habits, and the hard- 
ships attendant on his eapture,and from it all succeed- 
ing naturalists, including our own lamented Godman, 


| have been indebted for their facts. 


One of the most entertaining books that has been 
published since the appearance of the Sketeh-Book, it 
is said, will appear immediately at Paris, entitled 
Simeon’s Letters. 

The population of Europe per square mile, is—Swe- 
den, 14; Turkey, 36; Polane, 52; Spain, 63; Germany, 
127; the United Kingdom, 152; France, 154; Italy, 172; 
and Holland, 224, 

In the Hotel Dieu, at Paris, a fifth of the patients die, 
a tenth in the London hospitals, and a fifleenth in 
country ones, 

In Italy, of 100 infants born in December, January, 
and February, 66 die in the first month, 15 more in the 
course of the year, and 19 survive; of 100 born in 
spring, 48 survive the first year; of 100 born in summer, 
83 survive the first year; of 100 born in autumn, 58 sur- 
vive the same period. 

Dr. Clark estimates the annual mortality of London 
at 1 in 40; Paris, 32; Nice, 31; Naples, 28; Leghorn, 35; 
Berlin, 34; Madrid, 29; Rome, 25; Amsterdam, 24; and 
Vienna, 22. 

Noah’s Ark, taking the cubit at 22 inches, was 547 
English feet long, 9L broad, and 54 high, measuring, 
according to Bishop Wilkins, 72,625 tons. 

Population of Rome in 1830 :—Parish churches, 54; 
families, 34,805; bishops, 30; priests, 1455; monks and 
friars, 1986; nuns, 1385; seminaries and collegians, 
560; heretics, ‘Turks, and infidels, exclusively of Jews, 








n consideration of the valid reasons alleged by Sing- 
kin, that his petition be granted, and that his office be 
viven to another; at the same time, we command Stung- 
kiun, as an old and faithful officer, whose resignation | 


266; males, 77,475; females, 69,810. Total popula- 
tion, 147,385. 

linly, with Sketches of Spain and Portugal. In a Series 
of Letlers writlen during a residence in those countries. 


we regret, to enjoy repose in his old age. Whilst these} By Wiliam Beckford, author of * Vethek.” 2 vols., 


matters were being arranged, we received a few days 
ago, contrary to all expectation, a new petition from 
the said Sung-kiun, in which he declares that he has 
already recovered his health, that he is now as well as 
ever, and consequently he entreatg us to give him em- 
pleyment. Although we have taken this request into 
consideration, and have appuinted him to the command 
of the blue division of the Mantcha army, we cannot 
avoid reinarking, that, notwithstanding these contra- 
dictory petitions of Sing-kian, we have not perceived 
any change in his health, nor the least symptom of dis- 
ease. How could he then in the course of so short a 
period, at one time complain of weakness, at another, 
announce bis recovery —one day tender Lis resignation, 
and the next ask for eraployment? All this arises from 
his old cecentricity, and his boldness in pestering us 
with remonstrances. In the relations between a so- 
vereign and his servants, sincerity and truth should be 
prominent. Faithful to this principle, we use pertect 
frankness to our servants, and expect the same from 
them, since they enjoy our high favour. Stng-kiun, 
by his inconsistent and capricious conduct, having vio- 
lated this rule, we content ourselves for the present, with 
leaving him to ask conscience if such conduct is con- 
sistent with the rules of propricty? At the same time 
we recommend to all officers of high rank, attention to 
their duty and tuo their sovereigu, in return for the 
marks ot favour they have received. We order that this 
changyt (imperial edict) be made public. 

The New York American, speaking ofa Lecture on 
money and currency recently delivered by William 
Reid, Esq. of this city, says—* It may be read with ad- 
vantage even by the instructed, and certainly with 
much greater advantage to those who, desiring to know, 
aro yet little informed, about the questions connected 
with the important, the cifficult subject of currency.” 

The following is a very happy picture of the com. 
forts of a reader, while poring over the perilous advon- 
tures of travellers; it is drawn by a great book-worm, 
“ Within the precincts of his library he makes himself 


S8vo.—This is no more a book of travels than Childe 
Harold’s Pilgrimage—it is a prose poem, It will have 
little merit, perhaps, with those who delight in “the 
substantials,” and who, judging from the title, expect 
to find in it the usual traveller’s catalogue of sights and 
wonders, with an eternal commentary on the guide- 
books—it is a mere record of impressions. The writer 
was a young enthusiast, with a passionate love of the 
ideal and the spiritual, whether in art or nature: tra- 
velling had little to do with the work, but to cali forth 
feeling; in proof, it was originally printed fifty years 
ago, yet, though the road has since been trodden by 
| others to utter weariness, it is as fresh and delightful 
as if the ink were not dry with which it was written, 
‘There are scenes in these volumes not to be excelled in 
modern poetry—pictures where words are as rich in 
colour and in beauty as the pencil of Turner: the rest 
is but the connecting link which holds them together. 
| We are not sure that all will agree in this judyinent; 
jbut the work will assuredly “fit audience find,” and 
take a permanent rank in our libraries. —Atheneum. 
—=—>—— 


List of New Books published in London to the 
latest dates. 


Travels into Bokhara, &c., by Lieutenant Alexander 
Burnes, F. R. S., 3 vols, 8vo. Sacred Classics, Vol, VII. 
(Jeremy Taylor's Select Sermons), 12mo. The Life 
and Missionary Labours of Mrs, Smith, of South Afri- 
ea, 12mo0. Tie Corner-Stone, by Jacob Abbott, with 
Preface, &c. by the Rev. R. Philip, I8mo, Female 
Biography of the New Testament, by Thomas Timp- 
sop, 18mv. An Essay on the Deat and Dumb, by 
J. H. Curtis, Esq., 2d edit. 8vo. Letters and Essays, 
by Richard Sharp, 2d edit. fep. 8vo. Views of the Eu- 
ropean Colonies, by Jolin Howison, 2 vols, 8yo. ‘The 
Disinherited, and the Ensnared, by the authoress of 
“ Flirtation,” 3 vols, post 8vo, Johnstone’s Edinburgh 
Magazine, Vol. I. royal 8vo, The Works of Martin 


the Rev. S, R. Allom, 12mo. The Philosophy of the 
Evidences of Christianity, by James Steele, 8vo. Turn- 
bull on Veratria, 2d edition, with an Appendix on the 
external application of Delphinia, and on the internal 
administration of the Salts of Veratria and Delphinia, 
8vo, The Fly-Fisher’s Guide, illustrated by coloured 
plates of upwards of Forty of the most useful Flies, by 
G. C. Bainbridge, Esq., 3d edit. 8vo. Principles of 
Elementary Teaching, by James Pillan, F. R. S. E. 2d 
edit. 12mo. Prior’s Key to Keith on the Globes, 12mo. 
Coleridge’s Poctical Works, Vol. ITI., 12mo. Land- 
seer’s Catalogue of Pictures in the National Gallery, 
8vo. Joseph’s English and Hebrew Lexicon, royal 8vo. 
Scenes and Hymns of Life, by Mrs. Hemans, 12mo. 
The Gentleman’s Dressingroom Companion, royal 
18mo. Henri Quatre; or, the Days of the League, 
3 vols. post 8vo. The Darker Superstitions of Scotland, 
by J. G. Dalyell, 8vo. Beauties of Beaumont and 
Fletcher, by Horace Guilford, 12mo. Family Library, 
Vols. XLV. and XLVI, being Vols. V. and VI. and the 
Completion of * Universal History,” 18mo. The Book 
of Matrimony, forming Vol. I. of “ Kidd’s Miniature 
Library,” 18mo.  Abbott’s Parental Duties, 18mo. 
Memoirs of Isabella Campbell, 18mo. A Grammar of 
British History, by the Rev. J. Goldsmith, 18mo. 
L’Echo de Paris, by A. P. Le Page, 2d edit. with a 
Vocabulary, 12mo. ’ 


— 


LONDON LITERARY NOVELTIES. 


The Sixth Monthly Part of Mr. W. J. Thoms’ Na- 
tional Lays and Legends will be devoted to Tartary, 
and include a translation of the Tartarian story-hook— 
* The Relations of Saidi-Kur.” 

In the press, London. 

The Court of Sigismund Augustus; or, Poland in 
the Sixteenth Century: an Historical Novel, with 
Notes, &c., by a Polish Refugee. 

The second volume of Mr. Montgomery Martin’s 
History of the British Colonies, containing ‘ Posses- 
sions in the West Indies.” 

The Book of Matrimony, addressed to both sexes. 


i —— 


Yew American Publications. 


Persuasives to Religion. Sermons. By Geo. White- 


field. Fifth American edition, with a brief Memoir of 
the Author. 18mo., pp. 240. Boston: James Loring. 
1834, 


Lectures to Children; familiarly illustrating import- 
anttruth. By John Todd. Second edition. 16mo., pp. 
220. Northampton, Mass.: J. H. Butler. 1834. 

Curiosity, a Poem; delivered at Cambridge before 
the Phi Beta Kappa Society, August 27, 1829. By 
Charles Sprague. Second edition. pp. 30. Boston: J. 
T. Buckingham. 

A Reply to tho Letter of J. Fennimore-Cooper. By 
one of his Countrymen. 8vo., pp. 76. Boston: J. T. 
Buckingham. 

A History of the Church, from the earliest ages to 
the reformation. By the Rev. George Waddington, 
M. A. Royal 8vo., pp. 578. New York: Harper & 
Brothers, 

Folchetto Malaspina, a Novel. By the author of 
“ Sibilla Odaleta,” &c. Translated from the Italian by 
D. J. Desmond, Esq. 2 vels., 12mo. ‘Philadelphia: 
Key & Biddle, 1834.—This was inserted erroneously 
in last week’s report. 

Jacob Faithfal. Vol. IL., &e. 
Carey & A. Hart. 

The King’s Own, a Tale of the Sea. By the author 
of “Jacob Faithful,” “ Peter Simple,” &c. &c. In 2 
vols, 12mo. Carey & Hart. 

Gale Middicton; a novel. By Horace Smith—Carey 
and Lea, 


Philadelphia: E. L. 


—- 

We have lately rather neglected our favourite 
juvenile miscellany, Parley’s Magazine, pub- 
lished by Lilly, Wait & Co., Boston. No. 12, 
Vol. IL., now before us, recalls us to a sease of 
our duty, and we make the acknowledgment 
very readily. ‘There is a liveliness, at the same 
time a useful and instructive character in the 
work, that renders it for the younger branches 
of a family particularly attractive. It ought to 
be distributed by hundreds of thousands. Mr. 
T. T. Ash, Chesnut Street, is agent for Phila- 








Doyle, 2 vols. 12mo. A Memoir of Richard Hatch, by 


delphia. 
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